SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
fear and least to lose but life itself. Only at moments
like this do hungry people read fiery articles in news-
papers. They do so when they have seen large numbers
of their comrades shot. Life is then all dangerous, all
hungry, and every day is the sight or the news of more
blood. Then there is revolution. When workers are
faced by the alternatives of continued hunger and
submission and the strength that lies in vast numbers,
there comes a day when they decide in favour of the
latter. The decision is not sudden. It gathers itself
together, like the will of a man who has been drugged.
Even after the first movements in the revolution have
begun, the revolutionary will still gathers slowly, and
reaches its climax only after victory is assured.
Thus they are fighting now in Spain. Thus they
fought in Russia in a struggle that lasted for three
years against five invading armies of capitalism. In the
end there can be victory only for the forces of survival,
forces that will construct life anew, not merely by the
reintroduction of order into chaos, for conservatism is
always barren at such times, but by the raising of man's
sufferings and his joys to a higher level. Man suffers
for ever. The myth of "more happiness" is the dupe of
parasites and the phraseology of the not too astute.
The belief in "maximising" joys and "minimising"
sorrows is the pathetic fallacy of the non-historical
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